


 First time, a famous Greek thinker, Aristotle, who is 

known of father of political science has used 

comparative method. After Aristotle, Roman thinker 

Polybius(201 B.C. to 120 B.C.) and Cicero(105 B.C. to 

43 B.C) also used comparative method. In 19th century 

many thinkers like De-Tocquiville, August Comte, Karl 

Marx, Henny Maine and Bagehot etc have used 

comparative method for studying theoretical and 
practical aspects of politics. 



 Comparative Method is a method which is used to make the 
comparative study of different institutions. But as a 
concept, it has special meaning and to explain these, 
different scholars have given the following definitions- 

 Acc to G.K. Roberts, “Comparative method  is a method of 
analysis used in Political Science to describe, classify and 
explain data by making observation of the similarities and 
differences to be found in the various items under analysis.” 

 Acc to Phillip C. Schmitter, “ As a method comparative 
politics involves an analytical effort to explain the 
similarities and differences between political units as basis 
for developing grounded, theory, testing hypothesis, 
inferring casuality and producing reliable generalisations.” 



 1. Selection of proper units for Comparison 

 2.Classification of Units 

 3. Formulation of hypothesis 

 4. Testing and redefining of Hypothesis's and results 

 5. Theory building 



 1. Comparative study of Political systems 

 2. Comparative study of Political structures 

 3. Comparative study of infrastructures 

 4. Horizontal and vertical Comparison 

 



 1. Trustworthy study of human behaviour is made 

Possible. 

 2. Theory building becomes possible 

 3.Revalidification of the existing Political Theories 

 4. Generalization becomes possible 

 5.Scientific and systematic study 

 6. Widened the scope of Study. 



 1.Problem of Unanimity 

 2.Gap between Theory and Practice 

 3. Problem of fact Finding 

 4. Inadequacy of means 

 5. Wide range of Variables 

 6.Problem of the classification of units 

 7. Problem of predicting the human behaviour. 

 8. Difficult to fix its boundaries. 

 



 The comparative method has made  possible the 

comparative study of various political system as a 

result of which the theory building has become 

possible,  prevalent political theories have been 

revalidated and the similarities and dissimilarities 

among the various systems have been clarified. 
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